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#Legislative Gounril

Thursday, the 17th August, 1978

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 2,30 p.m., and read prayers.

CLERK ASSISTANT OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL

Appaintment

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths):
) am pleased 10 advise members that His Excel-
lency the Governor in Executive Council has
approved of my recommendation that Mr L. A.
Hoft be appointed Clerk Assistant and Usher of
the Black Rod 1o be effective as from the 1sf
August, 1978.

THE HON. G, C. MacKINNON (South-Wesl—
Leader of the House) [2.34 p.m.]: Mr President,
may | take this opportunity on behalf of the
House 1o extend our congratulations 10 Mr Hofi
for his preferment 1o this very important position.

Members: Hear, hear?

LEAYE OF ABSENCE
On motion by the Hon. G. E. Masters, leave
of absence for six consecutive siltings of the
House granted to the Hon. I. G. Medcalf (Metro-
politan—Attorney General) due to urgent private
business overseas.

On motion by the Hon. R. F. Claughton, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings of the
House granted to the Hon. Grace Vaughan (South-
East Metropalitan) due to urgent privale business
overseas.

On motion by the Hon. G. E. Masters, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings of the House
granted to the Hon. R. G. Pike (North Metro-
politan) due to illness.

BILLS (7): THIRD READING

I. Water Boards Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
G. E. Masters, and returned 1o the
Assembly with amendments.

2. Security Agents Act Amendment Bill,

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the
House), and passed.

3. Stock (Brands and Movement) Act Amend-
ment Bill.

4. Poisons Act Amendment Bill,
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5. Small Claims Tribunals Act Amendment Bill,

Bills read a third time, on motions by the
Hon. D. ). Wordsworth (Minister for
Transport), and passed.

6. Limitation Act Amendment Bill.

7. Auction Sales Act Amendment Hill.
Bills read a third time, on motions hy the
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the
House), and passed.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Report
Repon of Committee adopted.

PLANT DISEASES ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

THE HON. D. ). WORDSWORTH (South—
Minister for Transport) [2.46 pm.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Legislation was enacted in [946, at the request
of the fruit-growing industry, to introduce fruit-
fly baiting schemes. The purpose of these schemes
was to protect fruit growers from losses due to
fruit-fly infestation by adoption of uniform baiting
programmes over large areas. Previously, indis-
criminate baiting, particularly in town areas
adjoining commercial fruit-growing properties had
made control of fruit-fly outbreaks particularly
difficull.

By 1966 over 50 schemes were in operation
with a number in commercial fruit areas. How-
ever, since 1960, the emphasis on baiting schemes
has moved frem commercial fruit areas to country
towns and now 24 out of 25 schemes currently
operating have no direct relationship to commercial
fruit growing. This is because availability of new
chemicals has enabled commercial orchardists o
better profect their livelihood from fruit fly
altack. As a result the schemes are now concerned
mainly with the control of fruit Ay on fruit grown
by urban householders. In these situations where
there is high urban development it may not be
praclicable or economic to deal cffectively with
fruit fly in the absence of a baiting scheme.

Schemes are introduced where a fruil grower's
association or municipality makes a request for a
scheme 1o be established in a particular local
governmenl district or districts. The Minister can
then approve a referendum amongst Owners oOr
occupiers of registered orchards including people
with backyard fruit trees and provided at least 60
per cent of these people vote in favour, a scheme
is introduced.
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The Act provides also that the scheme shall run
until a poll requested by not less than 10 per cent
of the eligible voters decides that the scheme wilt
be terminated. This is the only provision for ter-
minating a scheme.

The amendments sought involve two changes in
the existing legistation—

The appointment of a shire council officer ns
secretary of a fruit-fly baiting scheme com-
mittee; and

provisions for the Minister to direct that a
scheme in abeyance, likely to go into abey-
ance or nol operating effectively, be wound
up.
Schemes are administered by commitiees and are
independent of local shire councils although a
council may, if it wishes, provide a committee with
assistance. As the schemes are a community ser-
vice and the need for them arises within the com-
munity, there is justification for them being repre-
sented at local government level,

In the past scheme autonomy has ot times de-
nied local povernment of knowledge of the
scheme’s affairs or finances. Shire representation
will therefore provide an opportunity for local
government to oversee the scheme's operation and
ensure that the interests of ratepayers are not for-
golten.

The Bill provides for the appointment and nam-
ing of a committee by the Minister which includes
an officer nominated by the municipality to act os
secretary. This proposal is supported by the
Country Shire Councils’ Association,

Buiting schemes have ulso at times suffered
from a shortage of reliable labour and an unco-
operative public attitude. One of the main prob-
tems facing committees, however, is a financial one
arising from the difficulties of individual assess-
ment as well as the collection and recovery of
baxiting charges.

A situation now exisls where some 26 schemes
have pone into long-term recess, hut have not
moved to be officially wound up us provided by
the Act. It is desirable that the Act be amended
to enable the Minister to direct that such schemes
be wound up where no request is made for a for-
mal poll and where, in the Minister's opinion,
the scheme is unlikely to again commence opera-
tion, This is necessary to ensure that funds, plant,
equipment, und materials are properly held or
Jdisposed of.

It is desirable also, that a poll be taken where
it is ascertained that a scheme has not been operat-.
ing effectively or seems likely to go into recess.
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This is the most satisfactory way of determining
the community’s attitude to the continuation of a
scheme.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. R. T.
Leeson.

WHEAT MARKETING ACT AMENDMENT
AND CONTINUANCE BILL

Second Reading
THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH (South—
Minister for Transport) (2.50 p.m.I: | move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill provides for the conlinuance of the
Wheat Marketing Act for a further five years.

The Wheat Marketing Act was enacted in 1947
to provide for the marketing, sale and disposal of
wheat and to constilute 2 Western Australian
Wheat Marketing Board should the need arise or
should a breakdown in the Wheat Industry Stabili-
sation Acts of the States or the Commonweulth
oceur,

There never has been a need (o proclaim the
Act, but from lime to time continuance Acts have
been enacted to keep the legislation in existence.

The Wheat Marketing Act is currently due to
expire on the 31st October, 1979, and although
the Wheat [ndustry Stabilisution Scheme has pre-
vented the need to bring the Act into operation,
it seems wise to provide for the extension of the
Wheat Marketing Act, 1947, for a further period.

A further amendment to the Act is also neces-
sary at this time.

Section 7{3) of the principal Act conlains i
reference to the Chairman of Trustees of the
Wheat Pool of Weslern Australia constituted under
the Wheat Pool Act, 1932, This Act has been
repealed by the Grain Marketing Act, 1975, and
it is therefore necessary for an amendment
make reference to the Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Grain Pool of Western Australio
eslablished under the Grain Marketling Act, 1975,

[ commend the Bifl .to the House,

Debale adjourned, on motion by the Hon, R, T,
Leeson.

ACTS AMENDMENT (CONSTITUTION) BILL,

Sccond Reading

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-West—
Leader of the House) [2.51 p.m.|: | move—

That the Bill he now read a second time,
Members will appreciate that this Bill is similar
to the vne which failed to receive the concurrence
of an absolute majority in this House last year
and, as i consequence, was not read a second time,
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The Government’s policy statement for [977-
1980 clearly spelt out the Government's intentions
in regard to entrenching in the Constilution, pro-
visions to protect the office of Guvernor and both
Houses of Parliament.

A clear-cut mandate was sought and obtained
from the electors.

That the Government has seen fit to reintro-
duce the Bill should be sufficient evidence of its
sincere intentions in this regard and also of Lhe
importance the Government attaches to the
principles coniained in the proposed legislation,

The only variation to the wording of the pre-
vious Bill is that there has been included u six
months’ time limit on the period during which a
referendum could be held.  This has relativity
with Commonwealth referendums.

This Bill propuses to set out clearly in our
Constitution the fact that our Parliament consists
of the Queen and the legislative Council and
the lLegislative Assembly,

1t is designed 1o achieve three main purposes—
firstly, to emphasise the role of Her Majesty the
(Queen in the Parliament of Western Australia;
secondly, to protect and preserve the existence of
both Houses of the State Parliament and 10 en-
stre their continued role as an integral and essen-
tial part of the lawmaking process: and thirdly.
to confirm by Statute 1he office of Governor, and
that appointments lo the office of Governor and
the instructions with which (he Governor must
comply in performing his duties are both made
and issued by the Queen personally as is the pre-
sent case.

The Bill provides that any future Bill which
would abolish either House of the Parliament, or
which would reduce the numbers of the members
of either House, or which would permit either
House to be constitvled by members not elected
by the electors at large can become law only if
such a Bill is passed by an absolute majority of
both Houses of the Parliament and is approved
of by all of the electors of the Siate voting a
a referendum.

The same procedure would also apply to any
Bill which would abolish or atter the office of
Governor, abolish or aller the sole right of the
Queen to issue instructions to the Governor as
1o the performance of his duties. or aller the
requirement that every Bill must he prescnted
10 the Governor for assent before it may become
law.

The Rill, in so far as it deals with the office.
vhligations. and powers of the Governor, mukes
na change in longstanding constitutional conven-
tions and practives, but is intended to ensure that
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those longstanding conventions und practices can-
not in the fulure be allered without the consent
of a majority of the electors of the State,

A reference to the Governor in¢ludes any other
person properly appointed to administer the Gov-
ernment of exercise any powers or authorities
during his temporary absence.

The Bill will do no more than ils terms indi-
cate. It will not affect the question of re-distribu-
tion of electoral boundaries per se, or the inter-
relationship of the two Houses. Nor will it affect
the powers of either House. No referendum is
required should any change be contemplated
in respect of such matters.

The Government believes that the time has
come lo ensure the continuation of the basic
elements in our present system which has served
Lhe State well.

If any political parly or group wants 1o change
the basis of our Constitution Lhen surely it is
right and proper that the people should first be
consulted and given an opportunity to consent to
or reject the proposals.

The principles contained in this Bill are im-
portant for the people of (he State who desire
stability in Government and security flor Lheir
basic institutions and accordingly the Conslitution
will serve the State and ils citizens well in its
amended form.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. 1J. K,
Dans (Leader of the Opposition).

SECURITIES INDUSTRY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

Order of the day read for the resumption of
the debate from the 15th August.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. W. R,
Withers.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BIS.L.
Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 15th August.

THE HON. W. M. PIESSE t(Lower Central)
12.57 p.m.l: There are just twa provisions in the
Bill on which 1 would like to comment, The first
deals with the proposed new section 3M0OB. |
support the remarks of my colleague, Mr Mick
Gayfer, in relation to the cost of providing homes
and facilities for doctors and dentists in country
areas, What he had to say is absolutely true,
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In some country areas it has been necessary for
the shire to provide homes and facilities for
professional people, and that has certainly added
to the costs of the people living in those country
areas. [ am told that chemists are next on the
list of those who seek this assistance from the
public purse. So far 1 do not think the request
from the chemists has been adhered to.

I koow of no metropolitan Jocal governing
authority which provides homes or Fagcilities for
doctors or dental practitioners. During the time
1 was a member of my local shire council, there
were several occasions when we, as a council
putting forward the needs of our community, had
to offer the inducement of houses and facilities
in order to attract doctors or dentisls to our area,

When we applied to the Medical Department or
the Dental Health Services for assistance to obtain
the services of a medical praclitioner or a dental
practitioner, we were told on several occasions that
none of those professional people wus uavailable.
We bad to ask whether the State was processing
enough of these professional people. Again, the
reply was to quote stalistical figures indicating
that there were so many doctors and dentists per
head of population in this State, and on that basis
apparently there was no need for any additional
practitioners,

The only option we had was lo offer induce-
ments by way of homes and facilities. The fact
that we have s0 many doclors or dentists per head
of population in this State is of Tittle comfort 10
a family in Kukerin a member of which is in-
volved in an accident, when the nearest doctor
could be 50 or 60 miles away.

However, | am pleased to say that at this time,
and due to the fact that much of the capital cost
has been met by the council and thus  the rate-
payers, we do have the services of resident pro-
fessionals in my area. When this Bill is passed,
the efforts made to- acquire those professional
peopte will be validated.

The other part of the Bill on which | wish to
comment is that relating to a perinataf and infant
morlality committee. [ have listened with interest
1o what other members have said about this mat-
ter. [t is very disturbing when we look into our
past history of infant mortality and we remcmber
that it was about 1914 that o first real effort was
made in Ausiralin to reduce the incidence of in-
fant mortality. | refer to the lifetime work of a
man named Truby King, a New Zealander. He
gave his whole life 10 the study of infant mor-
tality in New Zealand and Australia in the hope
that the rate would be lowered as a result of the
work he carried out.
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The grealest cause of infant mortality in those
days was diarrhoea and vomiting—or commonly
known as gastroenteritis, The concerted effort in
those days resulted in the number of deaths of
infants from this disease changing from 25 per
1 000 live births in 1914, to none at all from that
disease in the years 1925, 1926 and {927, That is
a wonderful record.

These figures prove what can be achieved. 1t is
a sad reflection that we appear to have slipped
back a little in the prevention of infant mortality,
though not in the prevention of gastroenteritis.
However, | think as far as deaths are concerned
our figures are very good.

On an examination of the statistical figures of
neonatal and infant deaths from 1976, it is dis-
turbing to note that, when one takes out the num-
bers of stillborn and neonatal deaths due to actual
physical defects, one finds the causes of the
greater number of deaths are due to anoxic con-
ditions or “other” conditions.

The numbers listed include deaths from the
phenomenon known as cot deaths. It seems to me
that in this age, when men can walk and have
walked on the moon, we should be able to get
much closer to removing the horror and tragedy of
cot deaths from our society. | hope this commit-
lee will be very effective in that area.

There is another side to infant mortality; birth
is really a natural phenomenon. It is my belief,
and the expressed belief of others much wiser than
I, that there should be no interference with the
natural environment of the foetus without very
good reason for doing so. Yet it is well known
that during childbirth scientific knowledge is ap-
plied often as a means of expediency, rather than
because of a real need to interfere.

| have noted the composition of the committee.
The six permanent members shall be medical prac-
iitioners. | have also noted that only one of
these members shall have had not less than five
years' practice outside the metropolitan area, 1L
it my earnest hope that the acquiring of those
five years' experience will be in the recent past.
I feel this is very important, and suggest not more
than, say, lwo years augo.

Of the four other members of Lhis committee
1 have noticed that one shall be a midwifery
nurse in clinical practice. ! am sure she will
make a valuable contribution to the work of the
commiltce.

1 feel that a second nurse—one experienced in
infant nursing as is found at Princess Margaret
Hospital or the King Edward special nursery—
would he a very valuable addition to this com-
mittee. That area of information and monitoring
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is rather important, and we should consider that
aspect. This committee, like all committees, will
be only as effective as the members on it.

Mention has been made of negligence, but it is
my belief that this commiitee is not being set up
to seek retribution. iIn any event, in the case
of negligence [ feel there can be no more severe
ldisciplinarians than a doctor’s own colleagues.

In this part of the Bill the imporant thing to
sociely is the lowering of infant mortality, and
! am glad the Government is taking definite action
in order to try to lower the rate.

1 support the Bill.

THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH (South—
Minister for Transport) [3.05 p.m.]l: [ thank
members for their general support of this legis-
lation. A number of queries have been raised,
and 1 shall endeavour to go through them for the
benefit of members.

The first speaker on behalf of the Opposilion,
Miss Elliott, started off by mentioning the matler
of prosecution of other than those who are
working in the industry. This refers to food
handlers. The query was raised as to why the
bigger companies could not be sued or prosecuted
in respect of salmonella infections and the like.
The honourable member quoted WNestles as an
instance.

Section 232A (3) of the Health Act gives local
authorilies the power 1o sue anyone, but [ query
whether it would be possible for a local authority
to sue someone in Victoria.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: | was nol suggest-
ing that #t be sued under local government leg-
istation,

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The point was
raised that Nestles had not at any time com-
mitted an offence within Western Australia. The
company did find salmonella in one of its pro-
ducts: it withdrew the product, and the product
was not sold in Western Australia. Prosecution
could not have taken place—

The Hon. i.yla Flliott: Against the branch here.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That did not
arise. becuuse salmonella wus not found here.
Miss Elliott also raised the point as to why food
‘handlers were not being prosecuted. She said
they might be commniitted to gaol for six months,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: 1 did not say that.

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH: The honour-
able member asked why the big compinies are
not affected by this legislation—companies such
as- Nestles. The amendment we uce placing tnto
the legislation will not affect the handlers but the
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retailers—the people she was referring to. The
worker who works within a factory 15 very un-
likely 10 be prosecuted.

1 gather that fairly recently saimonclln was
found in some sausages in Western Australia.
As it happened, that manufacturer had a very
good plant, but nevertheless he went through the
normal process when the infection was found.
The works are closed down; the place is
thoroughly disinfected; and the food handlers
within the company are all tested to delermine
whether they are carriers of salmonells. They all go
through the treatment to overcome the problem.
Certainly they are not able to handle food while
they are infectious, but they are not prosecuted.
They are not the guilty party. The legislation is
designed to enable retailers to be prosecuted, and
if the honourable member reads the legislation
accurately she will find that her fears wre
unfounded.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: 1| do not think 1 said
that.

The Hon. 1. J. WORDSWORTH: Would the
henopurable member like me to read her speech?

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: No. 1 think you have
misunderstood what | was getting at.

The Hon, R, F. Claughton: That would be very
likely.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That would
be unlikely.

The other point raised by Miss Elliott related
o an overall health authority. Various political
parties have the establishment of such an authority
in their philosophy. The commitlee which is
being set up could not do what the honourable
member is suggesting, whether or not the proposal
is acceptable. It is certainly not in a posilion
10 overlook the total field of health and hospital
services,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott; [ was not suggesting
that, either.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: | know Miss
Eliott did, and 1 will quote directly from Harnsurd
to prove it. The question of whether there is a need
or a reason for an overall health amhority is be-
vond the scope of the Bill. The committee will
rationalise laboratory services. We have found
in the past that we huve had a spate of laboratory
services being set up. We have the laboratory
services at the Queen Elizabeth 11 Medical Cenire.
the university, and also the Public Health Labora-
tories. As it happens, there is a unifying com-
mittce known as the laboratory users’ committee
which is trying t0 co-ordinate the work of
those three groups which were previously separate.
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The committee proposed to be established under
this Bill will endeavour to prevent the establish-
ment of other unnecessary laboratory services
involving duplication.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott also raised the maller of
the Lockridge centre. She asked whether the
delay in the building of the community health
centre was due 1o lack of co-operalion on the
part of various departments. The reason the
building was delayed is that while the local
authority had control of the land, it was given 10
the local authority as 10 per cent of a subdivided
area and was sel aside for recreation. Perhaps
members might wish to ask themselves whether
they want 10 maintain that the 10 per cent of a
subdivision which must be given to the local
authority must be used for recreation,

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: 1 will tell you the full
‘story in Committee.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Members
must ask themselves whether they want this land
to be used for other things, such as community
health centres.

Another matter raised was that of commiitiees
which are similar to the mortality committee just
referred to by the Hon. Win Piesse. Miss
Elliott asked why the size of one is different
from the size of the other. 1 understand the
people associated with the parlicular area—
for example, anaesthetists and related medical
practitioners—were called together and asked
to propose the type and size of committee
they felt would be most desirable to review the
deaths that occur from time to time. Each came
up with 2 committee of a different size, and there
is no real need for the two commillees proposed
to be established under this Bill 10 be of ihe
same size, They are not football 1eams which
are competing with each other. 11 happens that
one commitiee is to be larger than the other, but |
do not consider that 10 be any great disadvantage.

The matter of whether a nurse should be on
the permanent commiltee was also raised. §
carried out research into the poin1 of having a
permanent committee, and why there should be
probationary and permanent members. The
manner in which these commiltees work is tha
when a death is reporied a basic commiltee of
the smallest possible size, but covering all the
different facets, makes an initial review of the
situation. Having considered the matter, tha
commillee might say i is one for specialists in
various fields, and 1hen the 1rue research is
carried out by the enlargped commitice recom-
mended by the first commiliee. Any person who is
not a permanent memher of the commitlee can
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join it in any particular. case, but the idea is 1o
set up what could be called a quorum 1o consider
the matter in the first place.

It is felt there is no peed to pul. say, a heart
specialist on the quorum which will consider the
matler in the first ptace if the death occurred in
some other field. We are only setting up a
quorum to make a quick study of the death, and
then that committee will draw up a larger com-
mittee comprising people who have the experience
necessary 10 investigate the matter at greater depth,

Miss Elliott also raised the matier of whether
evidence piven to the committee could be used in
the case of a prosecution. Thaose who have
considered the maiter definitely feel that any
evidence produced in this way should not be able
to be used in a punitive role, otherwise doctors
and others would be reluctant to give evidence
freely to the committee. The object is to provide
the necessary research to ascertain why deaths
occur; | think the Hon. Win Piesse made that
point. The commiltee can take action in other
ways if it so desires; a complaint can be lodged
with the Medical Board, which is not part of the
AMA. It consists of seven members appointed
by the Governor, six of whom are doctors. |
understand the other member is a well known legal
practitioner; currently it is Mr Phil Adams.
Alternatively. the complainant is able to sue for
damages if he so desires.

The Hon. Claude Siubbs raised the matter of
prosecutions by health surveyors and quoted cises
in which he himself was involved. This is u
difficult situation, as he is no doubt aware. Section
358 of the Health Act states that a health surveyor
may by virttre of his office take action, and Mr
Stubbs  suggested that perhaps he should be
required to take action and that it should not be
left to his own discretion because influence could
perhaps be brought 1o bhear on him. particularly
from people within the shire, )

1 consider, and others consider also, that a
health inspector should be* able 10 warn people
and that it should not be mandatory for him to
take action. The only salternative to the use of
the word “may” is 1o make it mandatory for him
to take action. When one considers such things as
parking oflences, elc., it is not a bad idea that
an officer should be able to give a warning.
becanse often that does more good than a prose-
cution.

Mr Stubbs also suggested records should be
kept of all offences. | gather an endeavour was
made to do this at one stage, but the records
were hot able t0 be used effectively and were
expensive to maintain. Finally it was decided it
was easier 10 lreat each offence on its own.
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The Hon. Ciaude Stubbs made a very valuable
contribution 10 the debate and obviously he has
had a lot of experience in this fiedd. The Hon.
Mick Gayfer made the point about shires being
able to raise a loan or to guarantee a loan. [ be-
lieve if he reads the amendment he will find that
situation js covered. Clause 32 on page 8 amends
the principle Act for the purpose of providing for
the needs of the inhabitants of the municipality so
that a Jocal authority may provide and maintain
or grant financial or other assistance towards the
provision and maintenance of land, buildings, or
facilities.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: 1 said the Local Gov-
ernment Act will not allow local authorities o
do this and | belive that this situation should be
changed.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: | under-
stand that is why this amendment is in the Bill,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: To guarantee doclors.

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH: That may
have been done in the past, but 1 believe this
amendment is in the Bill to remove any doubt
that the guarantee can be made. The member is
debating whether it can be done by amending the
Local Government Act. [t is claimed it can be
done this way.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It should be covered
by the Local Government Act so that people deal-
ing with that Act know also.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: 1 point out
that it does not cover motorcars. As the Hon.
Win Piesse pointed out, there is an added burden
on country people having to contribute to their
own health services. Governments should look
very closely at this, and 1 belicve it is not often
appreciated. 1 know city people will quickly
point out that we do not have {o live in country
areas. If one has a heart attack in this Chamber
one will find there will be a team 1o come to one’s
aid with a fully equipped ambulance in a very
short time. If somcone suffered a heart attack in
the country he woulkd have 10 put up with the
lack of such a service, and country people appre-
ciate this, while at the same time having a fear
of- it.

1 gather that section 223 of the Health Act
allows for subsidies to be given by the Public
Health Department where a Jocal government
offers to guarantee a wage. 1 think 1| have covered
all the points raised and | thank members for
their support of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[COUNCIL]

In Commijitee
The Chairman of Committees (the Hon. V. J.
Ferry) in the Chair; the Hon. D, J. Wordsworth
(Minister for Transport) in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 29 put and passed.
Clause 30: Part VITIB added—

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I support this
clause but 1 cannot let the opportunilty pass
without commenting on the Minister's remarks on
my contribution to the second reading debate. |
realise it is difficult when a Minister is handling
someone else's portfolio, and the Minister did
misunderstand what 1 said in three or four places.
This is one of those areas.

At no time did 1 suggest that a committee set
up to advise the Minister on rationalising the
laboratory services should be given the function of
advising all the hospital and health services
throughout the State. When commenting on a
point the Minister made in his second reading
speech when he indicated the commitiee was to
advise him on the rationalisation of the laboratory
services, 1 took the opportunity to point out that
for some |ime the Labor Party has been advo-
cating a Statewide hospital and health services
commission.

Such a commission would advise on the ra-
tionalisation of all hospital and health services
within the State. This would avoid duplication
and waste which we always hear about but no-one
seems to be able to prove. It would look also
into any inadequacies in the services and attempt
to overcome them. 1 was cerfainly not suggesting
that the committee set up under this section
should be doing this.

The Hon. D. ). Wordsworth: 1 apologise
to the member but I was reading from a2 copy
of her speech that was given to me.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Obviously the
Minister has been given an uncorrected copy of
my speech. He will find the relevant part of
my speech has been corrected.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3| put and passed.

Clause 32: Section 330B added—

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Once again the
Minister has either misunderstood what T said
or has been given the incorrect information.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Perhaps you did
not explain it adequately.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: If he reads my
corrected speech he will understand that the posi-
tion is not as he stated it to be at all. Earlier this
year the State and Federal Governments made



{Thursday, 17th August, 1978]

available a grant of $150000 for the first siage
of a community health centre in Lockridge. How-
ever, the people may not get that centre because
of a lack of co-operation between Government
departments. What the Minister stated is not
correct and | want the record to be corrected
because 1 was incensed aboul the treatment re-
ceived by those who were planning the centre.

I repeat what 1 said during the second reading
debate. Lockridge would have been well on its
way to having a community health centre today
had certain people in the Lands Department co-
operated.

Following the allocation of the $150 000 in the
iast financial year the Swan Shire Council applied
to the Town Planning Board for permission to
subdivide a certain area of land in Lockridge
which_had been set aside for recreation purposes.
The shire wanted the land subdivided so that
not only a community health centre could be
established, but also a scout hall and a senior
citizens' centre—three urgently needed facilities.

The Town Planning Board approved in prin-
ciple the proposition regarding the three facilities,
but instead of acting according to the request
of the shire, it wrote to the Under-Secretary for
Lands on the 17th April and requested the under-
secretary 1o arrange for reclassification of the
land. This is where the facls are not right in
regard to the 10 per cent necessary for recrea-
tion referred to by the Minister.

Had the required portion of the land been
excised there would have remained stacks of land
for recreation. In its letter to the Under-
Secretary for Lands the Town Planning Board
stated that in view of the 10 per cenmt excess
recreation land it approved of the shire's re-
quest, and asked the under-secretary to arrange
for the reclassification of the land from “recrea-
tion™ to “recreation and public facilities™. It was
requested that the land be revested in the Shire
of Swan and the Public Health Department, to
enable the shire to establish the scout hall and
senior citizens’' centre, and the Public Health
Depariment to establish the community health
centre,

On the 18th April—the next day—the Swan
Shire wrote 16 the under-secretary and stated
that as the matter was urgent would he please
expedite it, because the shire had only until the
end of the financial yesr to use the $150000.
However, as I said in the earlier debate, the
matter was blocked at that point purely because
a cerfain person in the Lands Department decided
that the land should still be used for recreation
and not devoted to any other purpose, despite
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the fact that the three Facilities were urgently
needed and, had the land been excised, there
would have been plenty remaining for recreation.

[ have been trying to get the record straight in
the Press, but, on each occasion Mrs Craig replies
to me, T am not given the right of reply in return.
Consequently the whole matter has been confused
in the Press because Mrs Craig has said that it
is not her department’s fault. She has said that
the buildings could not be erecied on the land
because the land was not zoned for those purposes,
and that the Crown Law Depariment had sub-
mitted an opinion to this effect.

The whole point of the matter was that the
Crown Law Department’s opinion confirmed the
opinion of the Town Planning Board because the
‘Town Planning Board had asked the Under-Secre-
tary for Lands to have the land reclassified, This
would have complied with the opinion of the
Crown Law Department which virtually stated

- that the land could not be built on at the moment,

but if it were reclassified for ‘*recreation and
public facilities” it would be all right.

This was the position, but the Lands De-
partment is using as an excuse the fact that the
larid is not set aside for the purpose for which
it is desired to be used when, in fact, had the
department done what it was asked ta do in
the first place—and it still could do it—Lockridge
would be well on the way to having its facilities.

I hope that sets the record straight.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 33 1o 36 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment,
report adopted.

and the

CENSQRSHIP OF FILMS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 8th August.

THE HON. F. E. McKENZIE (East Metro-
politan) [3.38 p.m.]: The Opposition supports the
Bill, but I would like to make one or two com-
ments on it.

The Ministcr indicated that ths amendment to
the Acl is necessary because of a desire for uni-
formity of fees between the States. This was de-
cided at an officers’ meeting held in Adelaide in
March last year. 1 agree that uniformity of fees
is desirable in Australia. While the increase will
be quite substantial, it is noted that no increasee
have been made since 1949,
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It is also noted that already three Siates have
passed legislation to provide uniformity.

Section 29 is to be amended and the amendment
makes the schedule unnecessary and so that is to
be repealed. Clause B provides regulation-making
power 1o enable the fees 10 be prescribed from
time to time. This will obviate the necessity to
have the Aci amended in order to alter the fees.

The legislation is very simple and, as explained
previously, the Opposition supports il.

THE HON. G, W, BERRY (Lower North)
[3.40 p.m.]: | rise to support the Bill. Al the
same time | would again like to mention a few
matters relating to censorship. 1 want 1o raise a
protest aboul the matier of censorship being in
the huands of the Commonwealth Film Censor and
bring to the notice of the House a few matters
which have been brought to my attention by some
of my constituents and which related to some
films which were recently shown at Carnarvon.

The letter from my constituenls says—

We the undersigned wisn to protest most
strongly on the program presented at the
Carnarvon Drive In Cinema on the 141h-15th
April, 1978

Storm Boy G’
Twilights Last Gleaming "M’

Storm Boy s a well known novel and in
the past nas received very favourable notices
as a motion picture, it is a childrens book and
the film is obviously also directed towards
primary school children mainly.

Twilights Last Gleaming defeats description
other than 10 say il would be an embarass-
ment to any adult mixed company and a sheer
disgrace 10 show it 10 young children, this
due to the totally unnecessary foul and ob-
scene longuage used. | undersiand thal the
Drive Ins have their programs supplied com-
piete and have no choice in what they get.
If this is the case we tnink it is well beyond
the time when something should be done 10
ensure thai films presented are in the sume or
stmilar calegory in any one program.

I could not agree more. | saw those films ul the
drive-in theatre with my wife. and we were hoth
embarrassed. It was not the kind of language
which would be used in this House. and | sincerely
hope it is not the kind of language which is used
by members of this Chamber in their own homes.
in fact, 1 do not think it is language which is
commonly used.

{COUNCIL)

In The Readers Digest of January, 1978, | came
across an article which very aptly described the
language which is used in films. The article is
entitled “Let’'s Lower the Obscenity Level” and it
was written by Mr John Pearce, who said-—

Lately, I've been going to a lot of movies.
And for reasons that escape me, movie makers
appear Lo have come down en masse with 2t
galloping case of dirlty mouth,

Far example, | just saw Nerwerk. Ciocod
movie. Four Academy Awards—good plol.
good action, even a good poinl. Bul the first
five minutes hil me with such a shower of
obscenity that it distracted my atiention. Why
the obscene words?  “IUs realistic,” said the
woman with me. “That's the way people

talk.™
But is it? Oh, 1 know some people seem
unable to communicale without what we

cali four-letter words. Bw a Yol of us arc
no! only bored with this kind of talk, bul
resent an overuse thal degrades both language
and munners. The fact is that obscenity is
still a cheap device for getting attention,
and a pathetic resorl of the word-poor to
express themselves.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Did you sec the Glm?

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: No.
The Hon. R. Thompson: It was o gond film,

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: Mr Pearce saw il
and | am merely quoting his words. H must be
the kind of language thal appeals 10 the Hon.
Ron Thompson.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The lanpuage was nol
obscene in the way thin article describes it

The Hon. G. W, BERRY: | am relating it 1o
the language in the film “Twilight's Last Gleam-
ing™,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Tha anicle would
he an extracl from another publication.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: The Hon.
Claughton can have a look al il afterwards.
last paragraph of the article reads—

Ry
The

We need our langnage. for withoul it we
have neither precision nor nobilily nor sweel-
ness of expression. It is the finest 100l we
have for expressing lender scntiments. high
hopes. humhle prayers. When we debuse i,
we  debase our means of describing  our
thoughts, of our world. and consequently
debause our view of ourselves.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Don't you think
people should be their own censors?
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: No.
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The Hon. G. W. BERRY: Nog, [ do not.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: If they do not want
it, they do not have to go.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You do not know
what it is like unlil you get there.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: How dues one know
what one will see when one goes Lo a picture
theatre? 1 saw in the newspaper the other day
a suggestion that we have a new classification
“P” for perverted.

The Hon. R, F, Claughton: Are we going to
classify the patrons as they come in, two?

The Hun. G. W, BERRY: A film [ saw recently
was equal to if not worse than some of the
malertal shown (0 members of Parliument when
the Hon. Claude Stubbs was Chief Secretary,

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: | did not Jead you
by the nose o show it 10 you. | said it was =
matter of education.

Sitting suspended from 346 1o 4.03 p.m,

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: Prior to the after-
noon tea suspension ! was referring to the type
of hAlms being shown al some drive-in theatres.
1 have here another leiter to the editor which
wus published in Fhe Hedlond Tires on the 13th
April, 1t is headed, “Film disgusts™, and it reads
as follows—

Dear sir. Through you, may 1 express my
absolute disgust al a fitm | saw on Aprit 4
at the Hedland Drive-In.

That night. the television wenl off, and.
without knowing what was showing, my wife
and | decided to ga to the drive-in. [t was
the most disgusting, obscene, and lewd exhi-
bition that | have ever seen.

If the exhibilors of this trash only knew
what damage they were dJdoing to the minds
of the viewers of this type of show. 1 am
sure they would cease exhibiting.

If the same people think that underage
people are not secing these indecenl films,
they want to take a look arovund the cars
while the films are being shown. ‘They aiso
want 1o see the youngsters in cars parked
outside the drive-in fence.

Parents, if you wonder al any lime where
your children are. have a look around the
drive-in pictures when an “R™ certificate film
is heing shown.

2419

It any person got any satisfaction ouf of
that film on Tuesday, April 4. I can only
say they have an absolute immature idea
of what sex is all about.

Another letter wus' published in the Northern
Times on the 27th April. It is headed, “Protest
against programs”, and it reads as follows—

Sir—This letter is in protest against the
programs shown at the drive-in of this town.
and in particular last Friday and Saturday
night,

Why should a film, such as “Twilight Last
Gleaming”, be shown in conjunclion with
4 children’s film. and especially shown first,
The language was disgusting and completely
unnecessary.

Veary rarely is anything shown here which
is suitable for young children. Why does it
have 1¢ be spoilt by having to sit through
a film where a lot of adults use Flthy
language.

By the time “Storm Boy™ arrived. most
young children had gone to sleep.

Could someone also tell me why the people
of this town accept so much R rated rubbish.
—(Mrs) Leonie Wheeler, Carnarvon,

A letter headed, "Objection to support Alm"™.
appeared in the Naorthern Timmes of the 4th May.
This letter is abjecting to the support film shown
with “Storm Boy™, and it reads ns folows—

Sir,—We the undersigned, wholeheartedly
support Anne Darzevich and Leonie Wheeler.
in their objection la the supporting film being
shown before Storm Boy at the drive-in re-
cently. To say the least, it was singularly
unsuitable for children,

If the proprietors have no say in which
supporting films they are allocated. surely
they can exercise the right o show the fea-
ture Rlm in a case like this.

Taking a family out these days is no cheap
affair and many families only make the effor
for something special, which “Storm Boy”
was, but to comfort youngsters with some-
thing like the above mentioned first is in-
excusable.

Perhaps if enough people make enough
noise, something may he done to sec that
a similar sitvation does not arise again.

Signed. Enga Smith. Bernard S. Smith.
Claire Day. Allan Day, Susan Van Dongen.
B. Simon, B. Smith. Yvonne Fahl, ). Lyall
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As a resuht of these letters, the Northern Times
printed a reply from the manager of the drive-in

theatre. As it is a long letter, [ will quote only
the relevant portions of it. These are as
follows—

Firstly, let me say that 1 have been
associated with large groups of young people
over many years, and well recall a2 blanket
collection from one of our audiences for the
now world renowned Rolf Harris, who has
my absofute admiration as an enteértainer
because he never to my knowledge resorted
to the use of bad or obscene language to
entertain millions -of people. | myself find it
unnecessary to resort 10 bad language to
express myself, and appreciate the opinions
and conduct of people who use our means
of vocal communication withaut the abuse
of the English or any other tongue,

Unfortunately, society appears to conform
to the varying forms of behaviour and what
seems abhorrent to one seems the norm to
someone else.

The lute Eddy Cantor, famous in his lime
for his clean style of comedy entertainment,
once said, if yon have 10 resort o dirt you
know you're on the end of the line. [ can-
not recall Danny Kaye using anything but
clean muliilingual dialogue.

Whether we in the cinema industey like it
or not, world trends control the supply and
demand of most things @nd cinema is no
exception. and therefore, we draw our supply
from the markel place to satisfy our customers
(patrons) with the best availuble,

The market place has changed very drama-
tically over recent years and we who resisied
the introduction of, what is referred w as
sophisticated  entertainmenlt, were guickly
reminded that we conform to demand or clse.

In the last purt of the letter it states—
Fortupately the cinema industry is witness-
ing a resurgence of the type of entertainment
that has greater family appeal.

I can only hope that that resurgence makes ilself
lelt before very long.

I think it was during the earlier part of this
session of Parliament that the Hon. Des Dans
-presented o petition from residents who  were
voncerned about the screening of “R™ certificate
fitms at drive-in theatres. 1 remember also, during
the debute some years ago about the classification
of “R” certificite films, we were told they would
never be shown in drive-in theatres. aml thin they
would be restricted to city or closed theatres.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Your party supported
a proposition that there should be no daylight
saving in this State so that drive-in theatres could
show their Alms earlier.

The Hon. G, W. BERRY:
coanection.

The Hon, D. W. Cooley: Your party wanted
drive-in films 10 start earlier.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY': What bas that to do
with the matier | am debating?

The Hon, D. W, Cooley: [ thought you did not
like drive-in theatres.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon, G. W. BERRY: Those remarks are
quite irrelevant, and | will treat* them as such.
During a debate concerning the censorship of films,
I quoted the findings of Lord Longford's inquiry.
He said, “If you have enough parnography dished
up 1o you, you soon accept it as the norm. You
no longer question it.” Today we are having this
trash dished up to us not only in the theatres and
the drive-in theatres but also on iclevision and
the radio. The more of this material that creeps
in, the worse it will get. :

[ fait 10 see the

{n the first instance the “R” certificate films we
saw were censored, but [ am afraid the censors
Jo not use their_scissors any more. Some of the
scenes shown in films today are more explicit
than were the censored picces which were shown
to us by the then Chief Secretary (Mr Stubbs). It
is high time we had a good look at what is being
served up.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: Heur, heur!

The Hon. G. W. HERRY: I do not think it is
in the interests of anyone to degrade our language
as it is being degraded on the radiv, in flms, and
on lhe lelevision. It is high time sociely 100k u
pood look at what is going on.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They have been—
haven't you found out yet?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: That ix the only
emertainment | get ot my ape!

The Hon. G. W.. BERRY: | cun see the mes-
sage does nol seem to be going home very well
ut the moment. However, | hope sincerely that
members give this some consideralion, When the
then Chief Secretary was debaling the subjecl of
"R™ cerlificate ftlms he wax very sincere in his
endeavours o have them conlined 10 closed
theatres. It was a sorry day when they were
permitted to be sereened ut drive-in thenlres ax
this has led to ihe sitwation we huve tday.

I support 1the Hill.
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THE HON. T. KNIGHT (South} (4.13 p.m.]:
| rise also 10 support the Bill, and 1 would Jike
to add a few comments o those of the previous
speaker.

In regard to the film “Storm Boy™, as siated
by the management of the drive-in theatre, the
distributors would pot allow “Storm Boy” to be
shown unless that particular supporting film was
shown with it, and the supporting fitm had to be
shown first. As there was so much publicity zbout
“Storm Boy”, and it was presented as a children’s
film, most exhibitors took the risk and showed
the support film,

There is no way that the exhibitors of “R™
cerlificate films can force people to attend drive-in
theatres. On advertisements for these films, their
classification is displayed prominently, and bourds
outside the theatres state clearly that “R™ certifi-
cale films are being shown. So many limes we find
people complain after they have seen a film.
Enough publicity has becen given to the “R”
classification, and people should be intelligent
enough to know what it stands for. IF these people
walch such films, they should not complain o
the management after they have subjecied them-
selves to walching something they intended to
watch in the first place.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: What aboui those who
watch the films outside the theatre?

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: Those people uare
sneaking something for nothing, and they should
not complain abowt what the exhibitors are doing.

We always hear complaints that no children's
programmes are shown during the school holiday
period. 1 know of many drive-in theatres where
general exhibition films have been screened and
time and lime again we find that parents do not
tuke their children to these films. There is no
chance in the world of pgetting mum and dad
10 take the children to sce general exhibition fifms,
They are nol interested in going along. The
mothers and fathers want o see “R™ certificate
films or other adull films: they are nol intcrested
in films for general cxhibition any more. No
business enlerprise in this day and age can survive
without making a profit, and drive-in theatres
cunnol make a profit from showing general exhi
bitiun films,

The situation is 1hat & noisy minoly has taised
its ugly head once ugain and the people who
are in the majority, who go along to sec thesc
films, do nothing about it.

I believe the previons speakers. like myself,
digressed from the subject matier of 1he Bill
hefore the House, which relales (o the fees 10 be
paid 1o the censor for the censoring of Gims,
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[ support the increase in charges; I believe il
is necessary, becuuse it has been quite a few
years since they were last increased. | support
the Bill.

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [4.16 p.m.}: Because of the com-
ments made by Mr Berry, | feel obliged to put
my own view on lhis matter. [t was necessary
recently for me to inquire inlo the matter of
the exhibition of “R" certificate and other adult
films, because of complaints which were made
through the Australian Labor Party organisation,

The exhibitors of these films were able to
demonstrate quite clearly that when they hbad
shown films to satisfy the requests of the people
who wanted what was termed “fumily entertain-
ment-type” films, those people in fact did not go
along to support them, and the exhibilors were
showing them at 2 loss, The exhibitors showed
these films at times when children predominantly
would be able tu attend, such as during Christmas
and other school vacation periods,  Suitable films
for children were exhibited, often at some loss
io the exhibitors. However, they did make the
cffort vut of their feeling of awareness of their
public respansibitity,

However, when théy produced the figures relat-
ing to the attendances at the different classifications
of films, there was no doubt the public were
demanding the “R" Lype clussification. Mr Berry
indicated in one of his quotes that the public
taste in fact was swinging around; it will not be
until the public tastes do change that the exhibitors
will be in & position to show family films once
more,

These people do not run their businesses fuor
charity. 1n order for them o remain in business
they must make a profil.  So, us much as any of
us may feel concerned thal these types of Flms
are being displayed, they are what the public
demand and, unfortunately, that is what will
continue 10 be shown,

It also seems there are some people in the
communilty who deliberately attend these shows to
expericace some sort of titillation, so that they van
protest and he outraged at what they huve seen.
1§ they do not-like the flms. they do not have
1o altend.

If there is u double feature such as “Storm Boy™
and “Twilight’s last Gleaming™ and the purents
wani their children 10 see “Storm Boy™ they are
quite at liberty to do so and take their family
home af the conclusion of the first feature; they
do nol have to stuy to see the second fim.
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The Hon. G. W. Beirry: In the case | men-
tioned, “Twilight's Luast Gleaming” was shown
frst.

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: Then they can
attend only the second film,

Point of Order

The Hon. G. C. MacKINMNON: Mr Deputy
President, | wish to point out that this Bill has to
do with very specific items which relate to the
fees charged by the Censorship Board, and to
some metric conversion. {1 sincerely hope either
tbat the debate will be allowed 1o extend to the
wide-ranging subject of censorship in general or
that it will be rapidly brought back to the actual
subject maitter of the Bill before the House.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! | would
request members addressing themsclves to the Bill
to refer strictly 10 the subject matter before the
House.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: | entered the
debate because these malters were raised, and §
have completed my remarks. [ support the Bill.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON {South-West—
feader of the House) [4.20 p.m.]: § thank mem-
bers for their support of the Bill. i raised the
point of order because 1 wanted o ensure |
would have some opportunity to comment on the
totally extrancous matters raised during this de-
bate. 1 must admit that | disapprove of debate
ranging over such a wide gamut of items which
are not contained in the Bill.

1 do not go to the pictures very often. Indeed,
the only films 1 have scen of recent years have
been “All the King's Men™, and “One Flew Over
the Cuckeoo's Nest” neither of which would qualify
as an “R" certificate film, yet both of which at-
tracted capacity crowds. | understand that the
general exhibition film “Star Wars” is the biggest
gross earner of any film in the world today, so
the arguments put forward by Mr Knight are
pbviously wrong. According 1o my information,
the other big money earner is “Love Story”, an-
other general exhibition ffm.

The Hon. T. Knight: Have a look at the general
run of films.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: 1 am talking
about the big money carners, and from the in-
formation available to me, they are both general
exhibition films. However, this has nothing to do
with the measure we are discussing. I must admit
I am disappointed that the discussion should get
off the subject matter of the Bill to such a degree

ICOUNCIL]

because if lhere_is anything we pride ourselves on
it is the fact that we talk to the various pieces of
legislation which come before us,

The Hon. R. Thompson: Then why did you
interject and agree with Mr Berry when he was
getting off the Bill?

The Hon. G. C. MucKINNON: It is not for
me to contradict the President: ! would not be
SO presumptuous.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The President con-
sidered the speakers were speaking to the Bill.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Very well, Mr
President, that being the case | will go along with
the debate in general, (¢t has been brought to
my attention that many of the films shown
drive-in theatres today should not be shown; they
are salacious in the extreme. [f that is the only
wuy film producers can muke money, 1 think it
should be stopped.  Obviously, it is not the only
way because the peneral exhibition films | men-
tioned are the two biggest money earners of all
lime.

The Hon. R. F. Claughlon: The cost of exhibit-
ing “Star Wars” at countty drive-in  theatres
probubly would prevent the film from being
shown.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: | have seen one
or two "R" certificate ilms; if we did not see them.
does Mr Claughton really think we would suffer?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: | believe the
reaction to violence is worse,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: If we are going
to have such a wide-ranging debate, let us walk
about violence. 1 should like to tell members of
my personal experience with my sister’s children.
Up till recent times, they have lived in an area
where Lhey did not view any television. They
came to Perth at an age when they could under-
stand these things. Strangely enough, the soris
of shows that people consider are bad oa tele.
vision—the cowboys and Indians, cops und
robbers, violence, murder and mayhem-type shows
which are so much a pact of television today—
affected the children not at all. Children very
quickly differentinte between what is fctional and
what is fact.

At the time when they first came down from
the goldfields, the major news items concerned the
Biafran war and the problems in Fthiopia, The
main international news items were based on
showing filmy of young children starving to death,
and of people dying in the civil strife which wis
being experienced at that time. Those news items
affected the children terribly because they were
fact, and they knew them to be facl.
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The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Just the same, recent
articles support the view that violence on television
and #lms has resulted in children committing
violence,

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: That could well
be. | am of the opinion—and it is only an
opinion—that the sort of child who is affected by
such scenes probably would finish vp violent,
anyway. However, no-one can prove that one
way or the other.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:
research says that.

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNON: 1 do not think
it shows one way or the other—

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Very recently
published studies indicate that children are affected
by violence on television.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Many of those
reports are quite flimsily based.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: You have not read
them.

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON: How does the
honourable member know 1 have not?

The Hon. R. Hetherington: You do not seem 1o
know. You are very dogmatic about things
about which you know nothing.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: § am not at all
dogmatic.

I do not think

The Hon. R. Hetherington: You just dismiss
these reports, | would be very surprised if you
have read them.

The Hon, G, C. MacKINNON: | read an awful
lot of material, and 1 read quite a bit of research
which 1 believe is poorly based.

The Hon. R. Hetheringlon: You have not shown
any evidence that you have read the research to
which Mr Claughton referred.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: | am giving
evidence that | do not implicitly believe all
research which comes before me. From my
personal experience, fictional violence affects the
general run of well balanced children less than
the standard news service, because the siandard
news service is for real, and ‘there is a tremendous
lot of violence on the news.

The Hon. R, H. C. Stubbs: Coming from the
goldfields, they would be pretiy straight children.

~ The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I repeal that
none of us is really prepared to discuss these
subjects at this time because they in no way relate
to the legislation before us, The legislation deals
with metric conversion and an increase in the
fees paid for the censorship of films. 1 thank
membhers for their support.
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Question put and passed.
Bill- read a second time.

In Committee, elc.
Bill passed through Commitiee without debale,

reported without amendment. and the repont
adopted.

NORTHERN DEVELOPMENTS PTY. LIMITED
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 10th August.

THE HON. R. T. LEESON (Souh-East) 14.37
p.m.1: This is a fairly simple Bill. It seeks to
redefine land at Camballin, which was originally
set aside for the growing of food for cattle in
the area. Apparently the company has moved
away from its original {arget area; therefore. this
Bill seeks to legalise that.

As far as we, on this side of the House. are
concerned, we cannot see anything wrong with
the Bill. In 1973 | visited Camballin. 1 was
very impressed with the area and what was bheing
done there. At that time the venture was work.
ing very well. Since then there has been a slump
in heef prices and 1 understand the company bas
been batlling to some depree. However, we are
pleased to see that prices are improving and hope-
fully it will hecome a viable proposition once
again. [ hope this particular enterprise benefits
from the increased prices,

It is a desolate area. However, a river is

_situated in the repion and the stock are able o

be watered from it. This venture has developed
into a large enterprise and 1 hope il continues 1o
be successful.

THE HON. J. C. TOZER (North) {4.41 p.m.:
I rise to talk briefly on this topic and to support
the second reading of the Bill. You may recall.
Sir, that at about this time two years ago | spoke
on another amending Bill relating to an irrigated
agricultural project in the Kimberley, | am
referring to the Irrigation (Dunham River) Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill. On that occasion
also we were ftalking about a project in the
Kimberley which could not be described as
success al thal time. The theme 1 adopted in
speaking about the Dunham River project wax Lhat
it ic essentini that Governments encourape such
projects as the one on the Dunham River and.
of course, the Northern Developments Piy.
Limited project on the Fitzroy River which is
before us 10day.

The Cambzllin project is somewhal different
from that on the Dunham River. In the latter
case, the Stale had nol invested a large amount
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of money. However, in the case of the Camballin
project a considerable amount of State funds has
been expended and despite the faci that the
project has been operating for the best part
of 20 years, we cannot say it has been a success
al this point in time. As Mr Leeson has indicated.
it has had its ups and downs. I do not think
he will mind me correcting him and saying that,
in the first instance, it was developed as a rice
growing project and the first parliamentary party
which went to the Fitzroy River 10 see this project
saw an ouistanding crop of rice growing there,

Subsequently, the Australian Land and Cattle
Company took over the project and grew crops

of sorghum. Al the time the parliamentary party-

10 which Mr Leeson referred arrived in 1973, not
only were excellent stands of sorghum covering
some 5000 acres, but also green chop and grain
was being fed to cattle in feed lots. As a result,
an improved quality of caltle was being produced
tn the area.

The Minister, in his second reading speech,
outlined what this Bill was designed to achieve,
It is certainly not my desire to go over the same
ground once more. Mr Leeson referred to one
of the four aspects; the seclion which related to
the redefinition of the land. It does nol surprise
me that there is a need to redefine the land in
an area with a terrain of this particular nature.
Anyone who has looked at the parent Act of
1969 will have seen the maps associated with the
5000 acres covered by this Bill,

1 have had personal experience of the difficulties
associated with redefining land in the Filzroy
Valley. In 1947 as a yocung student surveyor 1
took a party 1o the area 1o survey the Noonkanbah
airstrip which is sitvated a little way up the river
from the area we are talking about at Camballin.

The only surveyer who had been in the area
before me, when 1 was there in 1947, was
Alexander Forrest when he did the original Fitz-
roy River traverse in, I think, 1894. One has only
to look at the map associated with the original
Bill 10 see where, along Uralla Creek, there
were probably 20 survey marks. Members can
bet their lives that most of them have been washed
away long since. That is exactly what 1 found
in 1947 when 1 surveyed along the Fitzroy at
Noonkanbah and the original lines had to be
re-established by calculation.

1t is inevitable that the actual cropping carried
out by the operators on this project would, in
fact, be outside the original land definition as
sct ont in the parent Act.

([COUNCIL)

[ did refer 10 the fact that there had been Gov-
ernment expenditure al Camballin. However, be-
fore 1 move on to that there is a matter which
worries me and perhaps whoever speaks to this
Bill on behalf of the Government. and for the
Minister for l.ands, will be able to explain. The
title of ithe amending Bill now before us is the
Northern Developments Pty, Limited Agreement
Act Amendment Bill, when in fact, the Northern
Developments company has nol been on the site
for seven or eight years, To the best of my
knowledge there is no such company. The com-
pany which operates the area now is the Aus-
tralian Land and Cattle Company. The area was
transferred 10 that company long ago. One won-
ders why the amending Bill should be brought
down in the name of the original company and
why opportunity is not taken also to amend the
titfe of the Bili so that, in fact, we would have
# Bill dealing with the Ausiralian Land and
Cattle Company rather than Northern Develop-
ments Pty. Limited,

Referring now to Government expenditure, in
the annual report of the Public Works Depart-
ment, 1977, at page 69 under the heading “Irriga-
tion projects Camballin” we note that the total
capital cost has been $2 216 260 since way back in
1960. When the barrage was put across the river it
cost about $1 million. Of course, $1 million in
1960 was a large sum of money to expend on
a project: probably $5 million at today’s costs.

The report also shows there was a loss for the
financial year 1976-77 of $333618. That fpure
incfudes interest and capital depreciation. In facl.
during that year there was capital expendituse
amounting to $24 831 and any member who has
been to the project recently will realise that ex-
penditure has been occasioned by the repair and
replacement of some of the original gates put
there almost 20 years ago. We can see then that
the capital and operating costs which the Gov-
ernment—the State of Western Australia—has
provided have been somewhere in the vicinity of
$4 or $5 million over a period of 20 years.
On today’s values, of course, we would probably
be falking of a cost of about $20 million.

It could saizly be said that together the North-
ern Developments company and the Australian
Land and Cattle Company have certainly spent
more money than that, A considerable sum of
money has been spent on the venture, as was the
case on the Dunham River project without State
funds. There is no doubt in my mind that Gov-
ernment money spent on a project like that, which
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we see at Camballin, is in fact a very good in-
vestment. 1 think we can safely say we are build-
ing a portfolio of knowledge of what we can do,
and what we cannot do as far as the Kimberley
irrigation project or the Kimberley development
is generally concerned.

As Mr Leeson pointed out, the Australian Land
and Cattle Company and the irrigation project
are essentially married to the beef caltle industry.
That industry always has been, is at present, and
£ suggest will continue to be in the future, the
basis on which the economy of the Kimberley
will rest.

The concept we see at Camballin is, in facl.
the idea of breeding cattle ¢ul on the open range
in the various stations, and then to bring the
cattle in and top them off on irrigated pastures
and, of course feed-lotling.
crops grown in the irrigation area for feeding
purposes. there is the prospect of prowing crops
for export. The importance of this marriage
of irrigation and pastoral activities is tremendous
from the Kimberley point of view. [t provides
the capability to diversify the products. There
are currenl discussions on the containerisution of
the beef export industry from Kimberlcy which,
in itself, will open up new markets,

It gives reason for the hope that projects such
as Camballin and, of course, the Ord and Dun-
ham River projects—and no doubt others in the
future—will produce a quality product, It will
provide a greater number of markets available
10 the meut from the Kimherley than is available
now. There is nu doubt in my mind at all that.
whether it is immediately or in the future, this
will be an even more important region for our
cattle industry. Instead of there being a shory
killing season over four or five months, it will
streich lu‘cighl or nine months. New markets,
‘helped by the diversificution which we will see,
and helped by the fattening of cattle in the irriga-
tion area, will emerge. [ venture to say that
within the next few years we will see Kimberley
beef properly finished and slaughtered and sent
10 the Perth market, “The containerisation about
which Mr Wordsworlh has been speaking in the
Press of lale, will help to achieve that end.

There is no doubt in my mind that the State
must persist with this project in the Fitzroy
Valley. [1 must persist with all such irrigation
projects in the Kimberley and the north of
Western Australia. Members must not forget
that the Fitzroy Valley has a greater flow than
has the Ord River. There is a greater availability
of irrigable land on the Fitzroy than there is on

In addition to the
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the Ord. Between them, these great and eporm-
ovs valleys have a potentinl which will become
an important source of food and fibre for Aus-
tralia and for the world as time goes by.

The economy of the Kimberley now rests on
the beef cattle industry and it will, in fact, con-
tinue to do so. It will be of tremendous im-
portance to the area. This great concept which
the Australian Land and Cattle Company has
undertaken must succeed, and 1 believe it will.
It has caused us some trauma on occasions. There
have been occasions when production has been
near 1o stopping. and then the industry has gone
into top gear again.

When | was in Camballin recently | read o
telegram stating that the whole of the area would
be cultivated and brought into production forth-
with. This action is another slage and may well
be the final stepping stone lo success.

| d4id memion in passing the problems of survey
of these lands, and one of the reasons for the
introduction of this Bill is to redefine the boun-
daries of the original 5000-acre frechold allot-
ment. Members must not forget that the flooding
15 something we may not always see. Part of
the total councept is that the Fitzroy should be
dammed at Diamond George and also on the
Margaret and lLeopold Rivers. That. will stop
the regular Rooding of the valley, | have flown
over this area when the river has been some 2§
miles wide, but at some time in the fulure that
will no longer occur. 1t will be the same as Lhe
Ord at the present time. In time the rivers will
be controlled and will continue to Aow the whole
year round, which is a requirement for worth-
while and viable irrigation.

I will refer 10 a matter which is not con-
tained in the Bill but which is in the purent Act.
Section 9 of the parent Act spells out the respon-
sibility of ihe State in respect of the ‘project. T par-
ticularly refer 10 subsection (3) which refers to
the obligation of the State to provide housing under
the Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment for employees on the project. When | was in
Camballin 1 did notice the deplorable condition of
the State Housing Commission houses. This is
not a matter | want to belubour in this Cham-
ber because 1 have taken it up directly with the
Minister for Housing. However, there is no
doubt at all that the State would be remiss if
it abrogated its responsibility, or wrote off its
investment in the housing at Camballin.

Also I pained the distinct impression that the
school has been permitted to run down bhecause
of the uncertainly of the fulure of the Australian
Land and Catile Company and Camballin itself.
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I can recall Mr Thompson interjecting most
vigorously when my colleague, Mr Withers, was
speaking. Mr Thompson asked what future there
was for the population of Looma. 1 ask mem-
bers to understand that Looma is only six or seven
miles from the centre of this irrigation area.
There is no doubt at all that when this project
is developed there will be employment oppor-
tunilies For lhe population at Looma if that is
what they want.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What shape is the
barrage dam in? 1Is it silting up?

The Hon. J, C. TOZER: The barrage dam is
working quite admirably. It always has and that
is why we saw an operating loss of $330 000 dur-
ing last year. The gates operate satisfactorily.
They are closed during the time of limited Aow,
and hold the water back for irrigation purposes.
At the time of flood the gates collapse. It is a
project which has been copied directly from
similar types of installation which we see on the
Ganges in India and other such places where full
utilisation has to be made of water resources. In
fact, the barrage is working salisfactorily now.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: With the release of
this land, will the barrage dam be able to cope
with the extra load placed on i?

The Hon. §. C. TOZER: The barrage in itself
was not designed lo cope with a major irrigation
project, It will cope with the 15000 acres re-
ferred to in the Bill, but it is purely a means by
which the water can be diverted into the (7-mile
dam, and it certainly is capable of irrigating the
15000 acres plus a great deal more. However,
in the total project, the 50 000 acres or eventually
the 300000 acres to be irrigated cannot be
achieved from this barrage without the three dams
on the Fitzroy, the principal one being at Dia-
mond Gorge, feeding water to it.

1 support the Biil. | am glad the Stale has been
prepared to make the relatively minor changes to
the ariginal Act in order to assure the future and
to safeguard the investment made by the State
and private e¢nterprise at Camballin.

THE HON. W. R. WITHERS (North) [5.01
p.m.]: 1 thank Mr Leeson and my colleague, Mr
Tozer, for the contributions they have made in
this debate. Members will no doubt be aware
that very few people in this State have as much
knowledge of this project as Mr Tozer has, through
his association with its development as Assistant
Administrator in the Kimberley, later as Adminis-
trator in the Kimberley, and now as member for
the North Province.

[COUNCIL]

Mr Tozer has raised one query, and possibly
other members have been wondering about it. He
has asked why the amending Bill relates to
Northern Developments Pty, Limited, when the
company is the Australian Land and Cattle Com-
pany. This has been brought about by the pur-
chase of Northern Developments Pty. Limited by
Australian Land and Cattle Company, That was
done in 1965; s0, it means that Northern Develop-
ments Pty. Limited is now under the parent com-
pany, Australian Land and Cattle Company.

Reference wus made by Mr Tozer to cluuse
9(3) of the agreement in the Act. I shall bring
his comments to the notice of the Atlorney
General, the Minister for Housing, and the Minis-
ter for Education. [ have nothing Further to add,
because the resume given by my collgague was a
very good one,

Question put and pussed.

Bill read « second time.

in Committee, eic,
Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the rcepurt
adopted.

PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 10th August.

THE HON. R. T. LEESON (South-East) [5.06
p.m.]: It is somewhat unfortunate that a Bill of
this nature has to come before the House, |
think all members will agree that Kings Park is
a place most, if not ail, Western Australians
admire und enjoy. 1 speak on behalf of country
people, and in particular on behalf of the people
in my electorate. When Lhey visit Perth, one of
the first places they go to is Kings Park, The
views from there are equal to any in Australia.
As a child T enjoyed visiting Kings Pack when 1
came to Perth.

The Bill provides authority to the board o
delegute powers to certain people for the purpose
of policing mure closely the aclivities which are
occurring in that area. Some of these unfortunale
activities have pone on Sor a number of years.
and at fast the board is to crack down un those
people.

We on this side of the House are somewhat
concerned aboput some of the powers to be dele-
gated. Reference is made to vehicles, tents, and
caravans which may be searched al random if an
inspector considers it to be necessary. Turning
to the Bill we find that clause 5 seeks to add a
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new seclion, section TA, which states that an
authorised person shall not exercise the power
defegated to him unless he has taken reasonable
steps to communicate with the people concerned,
and to outline what can and what cannot be
done in the area. This is somewhm of a safe-
guard, provided the persans appointed stick closely
1o this important section of the legislation.

If powers of this nature are deiegated, it can
be very dangerous in some cases, as happened
before. Undoubtedly, as the result of some of
the unfortunate activities that are taking place in
Kings Park, a Bill of this nature has 1o come
before Parliament in order to tighten up the pro-
visions of the legislation,

The Hom. G. W, Berry interjected.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: That is the point
1 am making. Il is a shame thal a Bill of this
nature has 1o be brought to Parliament for the
purposes 1 have mentioned. 1 suppose that in
this day and age the laws of this State have to
be changed sometimes.

The Hon. G. W. Berry: Changed for a minority.

The Hon. R. T. LEESON: For a very small
minority. It is for the reasons | have given that
we support the Bill,

THE HON. 1. G. PRATT (Lower West) [5.10
p-m.): | thark Mr Leeson for his contribution
and for the general support of the Opposition to
the measure. 1 agree with him that it is pnfor-
tunate we do find people within our community
who create the problems which make this sort of
legislation necessary. 1t is one of the problems
we have 10 live with.

The honourable member rightly referred to
clause § which contains a safeguard in respect of
the people who are 1o be given authority under
the legislation. Under this amendment it is neces-
sary for them, firstly, to establish their identity,
tell the offenders that they are committing an
offence, and discuss the matter with them before
taking aclion.

As always, when authority is given to people
to act on behalf of a board it is done in the hope
that they will carry out their duties responsibly.
It is always our hope that this method will work
successfully and will overcome the problems we
have encountered.

Question put and passed.
Bill -read a second time.
In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Commitice without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

House adjourned ar 5.14 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
CONSUMER PROTECTION
Toys
205. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, 1o the
Minister for Transporl representing the

Minister for Health:

With reference 10 10xicity, flammability,

consiruction and safely of toys—

(a) have any uniform safely standards
been adopted throughowt Australia;
and

(b) if so, what are they?

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH replied:
ta) No.
(b) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC
Off-road Vehiclex: Cantrol by Local Authoritiex
213, The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Attorney General representing the Minister

for Local Governmeni:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the proposal by
the Wanneroo Shire Council 10 seek the
help of private land owners in controlling
the activity of trail bike and other off-
road vehicle users?

(2) Would the Minister advise the legal
position of private land owners who
attempt to co-operate wilh the local
authority in controlling this activity?

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon (for the Hon.
1. G. MEDCALF) replied:

(1> No.
(2) As this question seeks an expression of

opinion on a matter of faw, in my
opinion il is inadmissible.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dams

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON, 1o the
Attorney General representing the Minister
for Works and Water Supplies:

214,

(1) Has the Mundaring Dam been “shan-
died” since [969 or 1970 with farge
quantities of relatively fresh waler
(about 200 m.g./titre) from the Canning
and/or Serpentine Dams?

(2) If this is the case, does il explain why
the level of Canning Dam last year was
very low, even allowing for low rainfall
for the year?
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(3) ¥ such dilution has taken place, would
this not imply that the water flowing
imMto Mundaring Dam from its own catch-
ment be much more saline than the

dam itseff?

Should nol comparisons of present and
past levels of salinity in the dam fake
such dilutations into account?

What were the maximum and minimum
salinity levels of the Helena and Darkin
rivers in 19147

If the salinity of either or both of these
rivers has increased, would this be con-
nected with the removal of vepetation in
the catchment area such as clearing on
private property or the widespread cut-
ting of green firewood by the Wundowie
Iron and Steel Company over the pasi
20 years?

4)

(5)

Yy

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (for the Hon:
I. G. MEDCALF) replied:

(1) No. Only in the last two financial years
was any significant amount received,
namely 23526352 cubic metres and
4 004 119 cubic metres respectively. The
inflow was directed from the dams to the
south of Canning.

The low level in Cunning Dam is due 1o
the lack of rain and the high draw on Lhis
storage by melropolitan consumers.

No.

Yes. However, it is only of minor
significance because in the long term the
main controlling influences are the
frequency of overflow and the concen-
trating effects of evaporation.

2)

3}

{4)

5
(6)

This information is nol available.

In the long term the salinily of Mun-
daring reservoir has nol deleriorated.
However, if any permanent clearing on
private land for agriculture has occurred
it would have had u greater effect than
selective cutting carried out under Foresis
Depariment control for the Wundowie
project,

POLICE
Maotor Vehicles

215. The Hon. D. K. DANS, 10 the Leader of the

House representing the Minister for Police

and Traffic:

(1Y Will the Minister for Police give con.
sideration to using bucket seats instead
of bench seals when new police vehicles
are ordered?

216,

217

[COUNCIL]

(2) Will he also give consideration lo iénder-
ing for police security vans with auto-
matic transmissions?

Hon, G. C. MacKINNON replied:
The Commissioner of Police advises that
under the present system of supply of
vehicles to the Police Department all cars
and station seduns are being fitted with
bucket and not the bench type seals.
However, security vans and other heavy
duty 1ype vehicles are still filted with
bench type seals as they are not suited
1o the fitling of bucket seats.

The commissioner also advises that
arrangements are being made 1o have all
cars transferred from manual to aulo-
matic transmission as they become due
for reptacement.

The
tn

2)

ROAD
Brand Highway
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, 1o
Minister for Transport;
(1) Will the Minister advise where the
Brand Highway commences and finishes?
(2) What is 1he total kilometreage of the
highway?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) The Brand Highway commences at the
Great Northern Highway near Muchea,
36.9 km from Midland Junction.
The highway finishes at the traffic rotary
in the town of Geraldion,

(2) The wotal length of the highway is 368
kilometres.

the

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Raw Materials Processing

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, 1o the
Atlorney General representing the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the establish-
men! by the Australian and Japanese
Governments of a Joint Study Group ta
examine on a long-tecm hasis the pros-
pects for further raw materials pro-
cessing in Australia?

Has the Minister participated in dis-
cussion with his Federal counterpart on
this subject?

(a) If so, would he indicate the occa-

(2)

(3)

sions on which discussion took
place; and
(b} the topics discussed at these

meetings?
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (for the Hon.
1. G. MEDCALF) replied:

(F) Yes.
(2) No,

(3) Answered by (2).

However, it should not be implied that
this is the limit of our activity in this
area. As a State Government we have
constant and very good liaison with
Jopanese Government and industry. The
Minister’s recent discussion with indusiry
in Japan followed up a number of areas
of potentizl inlerest in alumina, uranium,
iron. and salt.

The Government is continuously active
in examining the prospects both in the
short and tonger term.

PRISONS AND POLICE LOCK-UPS

Inmates: Deaths of Aborigines and Caucasians

218. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Leader
of the House representing the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

Further to my question without notice on
Woednesday, the 10th May, 1978, seeking
information from the Minister for Police
and Traffic concerning the number of
deaths of Aboriginals and non-
Aboriginals in police custody, and the
reply of the Leader of the House that
it would be conveyed to me by letter,
and as [ did not receive this information
from the Minister but a leiter informing
me—

‘“files are kept by name only and there

is no distinction between Aboriginal

and white”

will the Minister now advise—

(1} The total number of dealﬁs of all
persons in police cusiody over the
past 12 months?

(2) Where and when did the deaths
occur?

t3) The names of the persons and the
cause of death?

(4) The total number of deaths of per-

sons in police custody over the past
five years?

(5) If records of prisoners refer 10 name
only, how does the Press obtain the
information thal a person charged
with an offence is of the Aboriginal
race?

219.

220.

The
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Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) to (4) The information is nol
readily available. An endeavour will
be made to collect the information
requested but it will 1ake several
weeks 1o obtain from perusal of all
Sudden Death files throughout the
State, numbering some thousands.

15) Persons of Aboriginal descent are
usually represented by the Aboriginal
Lepal Aid Service and even if they
were not it should be apparent to
any member of the Press who are
usually in attendance,

POLICE
Moror Vehicles

The Hon. D. K. DANS, to the Leader of

the

House representing the Minister for

Police and Traffic:

The

Will the Minister for Police ensure thal
all paolice vehicles be supplied with first
aid kits?

Hon, G, C. MacKINNON replied:
No; however, the Commissioner of
Police and the Chief Executive Officer,
Road Traffic Authority, advise that first
aid kits are available to traffic patrol
vehicles in the metropolitan area. The
high cost of issuing a separate kil 1o
each police vehicle is not considered
justified, particularly when the services
of the St John Ambulance Association
are readily available.

Traffic patrol wvehicles in the country
area are each issued with a first aid kit,
and Kkils are on hand at police stations
for general police use.

ROAD
Brund Highway

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the Minister

n

(2)

(%))

()
2)

for Transport:

What was the total construction cost of
the Brand Highway?

What has been the cost each year on
maintenance of the highway since its
completion? .

What other expenditure, if any, has been
incurred annually on the highway?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

$4.2 million.

1975/76—%$215 455.
1976/77—3$218 499,
1977/78—8$373 183.
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1975/76—Nil.

1976/77-—5288 000—widening and re-
construction.

$42 000—landscaping and erosion
control.

1977/78-—%$392 000—widening and  re-
construction,

221. This guestion was posiponed.

NATIONAL TRADE FACILITATION

COMMITTEE

State Participation

222. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Attorney General representing the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the formation by

)

the Australian Government of a National
Trade Facilitation Committee to examine
how best to rationalise trade documenta-
tion and procedures in Australia and
extend the system of standard aligned
documents currently in use?

(a) Has the State Government been
requested to participate in the waork
of this commitiee; and

{(b) if so, which departments and
officers are involved?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (for the Hon.
1. G. MEDCALF) replied:

(1) Yes. 1 understand that this committee,
which has only recently been formed,
comprises representatives of the Com-
monwealth Departments of Trade and
Resources, Primary Industry, Business
and Consumer Affairs, Productivity, and
Industry and Commerce, and is based in
Canberra.

(2) (a) and (b) No. | understand however,
that when the commitlee has com-
pleted its initial studies in Canberra,
invitations will be extended to Slaie
Governments to assisl the committee.

WA EGG MARKETING BOARD
Chairman and General Managers
223. The Hon. D. W. COOLEY, to the Minister
for Transport representing the Minister for
Agriculture:
Further to my question No. 201 of the
15th August, 1978, would the Minisier
advise of the circumstances relative 10
the respective managers’ termination of
employment, viz. dismissal or volumary
termination?

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH replied:

The Act does not require officers of the
board 10 inform me of their intentions
to resign, or reasons for resignation.



